
YOUR STYLE IN ONE WORD?
LAURA: “Power-clash.”
SHARON: “Grace.”

WHERE DO YOU LOOK TO FIND 
YOUR INSPIRATION?
LAURA: “I like a lot of  street style, … 
Venice Beach.”
SHARON: “Art nouveau is this idea, this 
style that is so romantic and beautiful. 
Embracing the feminine. The women 
of  that era and their empowerment 
through fashion.”

WHAT ARE MISCONCEPTIONS 
ABOUT FASHION?
LAURA: “People always feel like they 
have to buy new things, yet there’s so 
much discarded clothing in the world. 
It’s incredible. … People think they 
need to spend a lot of  money and wear 
boring clothes.”
SHARON: “You don’t always need a 
special occasion to dress up. I think it’s 
really beautiful to dress up just to celebrate 
life in general and to find the highest 
expression of  yourself  without needing 
a reason to accept, just for learning, who 
you really are and liberating yourself  from 
societal norms.”

WHERE DO YOU SHOP?
LAURA: “Unity [Home] Thrift Store, 
Hospice Thrift Shop [and] Angel View.”
SHARON: “Having clothing exchanges 
between friends. And The End.”

LAURA: “Sharon made these shoes. 
My friends make cool things or give 
me things.”
SHARON: “[That’s] a really good way 
to get clothing from your community 
in general without having to buy brand 
new clothing. Sometimes, people who 
have cutting-edge fashion are helping the 
environment by thrift shopping.”

HOW DOES THE DESERT 
INFILTRATE YOUR STYLE?
LAURA: “In the desert, I’ve dressed more 
colorfully than anywhere else. … If  you 
look at the plants and the animals, they’re 
very resilient and they hold all their water 
inside of  them. I feel like that’s what 
people do here. They come out here to 
distill their art, and clothing is a protection 
in a way. It’s like water. It can be a source 
of  energy that you give yourself.”
SHARON: “Being in an extreme place 
causes you to feel [like] more of  a 
pioneer. When you’re a struggling artist 
in a low-income area, you feel like you’re 
pioneering your own life by prioritizing 
your creative endeavors instead of  other 
things. I think that brings in the wanting 
to express yourself  more like an artist. 
Being in this community, I feel like I can do 
whatever I want. I can look whichever way 
I want and be who I am, and I feel accepted 
because there’s not as much competition 
to look exactly the same. There’s not a 
competition to be perfect. Here, actually, 
the competition is to be more creative.”

HOW DO YOU EXPRESS YOUR 
CREATIVITY THROUGH STYLE?
LAURA: “I’m trying to make a patchwork 

of  discarded things, like things that people 
would pass over and then picking all those 
things up and collaging them so that 
it’s powerful.”
SHARON: “To be confident being 
absolutely weird but to also not feel like 
you have to prove anything to anyone. 
Being close to LA brings this feeling of  
having to fit a certain standard of  what the 
coolest people do. We’re in California. We 
all go through the struggle of  wanting to 
be cool. I think it’s really beautiful to not 
worry about what people think.”

ANY LAST WORDS ON HIGH 
DESERT STYLE OR ARTISTIC 
FASHION IN GENERAL?
LAURA: “Something I think about 
when I’m dressing myself  for the day is 
a character. Especially as somebody who 
dresses very femme a lot of  the time, I feel 
like people have many conceptions about 
feminine clothing but oftentimes, I try 
and make it so it’s perceived differently. 
Feminine can be very powerful. A lot of  
times I feel like there’s a character that I try 
and be in. Somehow, it gives me strength. 
Oftentimes, I feel like it’s the little alien girl 
inside me who’s a spy on Earth.”
SHARON: “Advice for fellow artists: Don’t 
let lack of funds make you feel like you can’t 
express yourself  or be yourself. Don’t let that 
disempower you. Don’t be scared of wearing 
old clothes because you can transmute their 
energy and turn them into a treasure with 
the way in which you use them.”
LAURA: “Always look through the free 
boxes on the side of  the road.”  

 —Kristin Scharkey
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On Laura (left): Thrift store hat, jacket, 
shirt and skirt; jewelry from friends and 
quarter machines; borrowed socks; 
shoes painted by Sharon Ryder.  
On Sharon (right): BioGlitz glitter; 
Jammin’ On Haight earrings; Hospice 
Thrift Shop slip, dress, necktie and 
socks; vintage jewelry; Yankee Ingenuity 
bracelet; shoes painted by the artist. 
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These high desert artists utilize fashion to express their creativity.
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