
STREET STYLE

WHAT IS YOUR STYLE IN ONE WORD?
CHELSEA: “Eclectic.”
JAMES: “Complicated.”

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE EACH 
OTHER’S STYLE?
CHELSEA: “Simple.”
JAMES: “Free-spirited.”

WHAT INSPIRES YOUR FASHION?
CHELSEA: “My inspiration comes from the ’70s, ’60s, 
it’s always been [like that] since elementary school. 
I basically just wear what I like. I don’t pay attention 
much to brands. If  I like something, I like it. It doesn’t 
matter if  it’s from the thrift store or high-end. And I 
feel mixing and matching pieces of  different brands 
and price points is the best.”
JAMES: “I think it just comes down to what you 
love. If  you only buy things that you love instead of  
over-purchasing all kinds of  random things, they start 
fitting and going together.”

BEST THRIFT STORE FIND?
CHELSEA: “Chinese Laundry burgundy boots from 
Angel View in Palm Desert.”
JAMES: “This really cool cowboy, bright-red shirt with 
almost rainbow fringe on it. But I never wear it! It was 
from Gypsyland.”

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN GETTING 
TATTOOS AND BY WHOM?
CHELSEA: “Since I was 18. I grew up in La Quinta. 
Cody Cowan [of  Iron Palm Tattoo Parlour] did almost 
my entire arm.”
JAMES: “Yeah, 18. I was a desert drifter with my 
mom. Cody’s my guy now, for sure.”

WHAT DRAWS YOU TO TATTOOS?
CHELSEA: “It’s the artist in myself. I like the art of  
it. I feel that my body’s my canvas so why not give 
it some color? People always say, ‘Oh, what are you 
going to do when you’re old and you have all these 
tattoos?’ And I’m like, ‘I’ll be badass!’ ”
JAMES: “Everyone’s going to be old and wrinkly 
anyway, no one’s going to really look that great! But 
like she said, tattoos tell a story. Especially when you 
first start to get them, you think about them a lot and 
you want them to mean something. But sometimes, 
you just really like the art of  design of  a tattoo, and 
you just really want to get it.”
CHELSEA: “People will ask me, ‘What are all the 
meanings of  your tattoos?’ I’m like, ‘Well, they don’t 
all have meaning. Some of  them are just from when I 
told my artist to draw something.’ But some do have 
meaning. Choosing the right artists to deliver [your] 
story properly is important.”

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE?
CHELSEA: “My sister is my favorite.”
JAMES: “Your sunflower is really nice.”
CHELSEA: “Yeah, it was a cover up of  a shitty tattoo 
I got when I was 18, so it felt really good to get that 
tattoo covered. It was the Capricorn sign, which I 
love because I’m into astrology, but it looked like V8. 
Everywhere I would go, that was the hot line for dudes 
to pick me up. I’d be like, ‘Ugh, go. No.’ They’d be like, 
‘What’s V8 for? Do you like the juice? Do you have a 
race car?’ So, Cody did the cover up.”
JAMES: “There’s a heart that she had Cody design, he 
actually painted it. She had it framed on my birthday 
and I got it tattooed. It’s to go along with one of  our 
favorite band’s lyrics, ‘You are the smell before rain, 
you are the blood in my veins.’ It’s been our thing 
since we first got together nine, 10 years ago.”
CHELSEA: “Nine years, two kids.”  

 —Kristin Scharkey

THIS PALM DESERT COUPLE – 
A HAIR STYLIST/MAKEUP ARTIST 
AND A MUSICIAN – MAKES 
PARENTING LOOK BADASS. 

CHELSEA & JAMES DORRIS

On Chelsea: Free People jacket, Mimi Chica dress, Slicca Vintage 
Collections boots and rings from Quartzsite, Ariz. 
On James: Urban Outfitters shirt, Old Navy jeans and Aldo 
shoes. PHOTOGRAPH BY ASHLEY LAPRADE. LOCATION: PALM DESERT 
SAND DUNES.

Wear what  
you like
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