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A I R S T 
WE CAUGHT UP WITH THE FOUNDERS  
OF RECENTLY OPENED AIRBNB AIRSTREAM 
VILLAGE, JOSHUA TREE ACRES, TO FIND OUT 
HOW THEY ACHIEVED A SENSE OF BOHEMIAN 
SOPHISTICATION ON THE PROPERTY.
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10 WAYS TO DE-KITSCHIFY YOUR

R E A M



1 Get an Airstream. “We’ve had an infatuation with 

Airstreams for a while now,” explains Andrew Uhlhorn, 

one of the three founders of Joshua Tree Acres. 

“We call it aluminitis,” Joseph Luisi says. There are three on 

their property, including two from 1964 and 1975 available 

for rent.

2 Add square footage and 

privacy by building a patio. 

The trio of founders, which 

also includes Justine Bennett, 

bought Douglas fir wood from 

a local hardware store – it 

took three days to complete 

the transformation. Be sure 

to place the trailer close to a 

Joshua tree for that up-in-the-air, 

treehouse feeling.

3Make an exterior patio 

covering with solar shade 

sails made from Sunbrella 

Fabrics. Add a string of lights and 

Algoma hammocks. The Joshua 

Tree Acres trio refurbished old 

chairs and tables with Mexican 

blankets and potted plants. 

4 Speaking of old pottery, 

search through thrift shops 

to find unique vessels 

for plants and/or decoration. 

Pioneertown Crossing Antiques 

in Yucca Valley has an excellent 

selection – and it’s usually 

pretty cheap!

5 Add beds. In the 1975 

Airstream, twin originals 

were covered up with a 

king-sized Casper mattress. Can 

you say comfortable?

6 Simple white sheets add 

an elevated contrast to the 

retro wood of the interior. 

Vintage pillows were collected 

out of thrift stores from here to 

Los Angeles.

7 Don’t be afraid to keep the 

shag carpet. Give it a good 

clean, and the mix of ’70s 

swag paired with earthy, organic 

details results in a new kind 

of vintage.

8 Mixing patterns can be 

a challenge, but you can 

never go wrong with 

Mexican blankets – even if it feels 

like it might clash with a striped, 

retro banquette. Pair them with 

plain white and tan pillows to 

balance out the vibe, not to 

mention bright white fur rugs.

9Make your own curtains! 

And pillows! And blankets! 

Bennett sewed and added 

shibori to all these and more, 

including wall hangings to cover 

up the bathrooms. 

10 Speaking of curtains, 

Bennett made 

them all from local 

hardware store drop cloth. 

“Airstreams are hard to make nice 

because they are so custom, and 

so you have to work with what 

you got,” she explained. Creating 

perfect-fit furnishings like these, 

as well as macramé plant holders, 

can add a tasteful touch.  

THE DETAILS:
JOSHUA TREE ACRES
Airstreams stays are available 
for upwards of $150 per 
night. All guests have access 
to a communal clubhouse, 
which boasts a kitchen and 
bathroom, as there is no 
running water in the trailers.
There is also an outdoor 
shower on the property.

For more information, follow on 
Instagram @joshuatreeacres.
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