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DID YOU HAVE A 
FAVORITE INTERVIEW?
I really enjoyed the interview I had 

with [desert tortoise biologist] Kelly 

[Herbinson]. … At one point, she 

was talking about ravens – and 

that there’s been an explosion of 

the raven population that’s gone up 

since there’s been more humans 

living in the desert. There’s more 

trash in the desert and ravens are 

very good at scavenging trash and 

now they have more food to eat. 

Then the ravens go and they eat 

the [hatchling tortoises]. … This 

indirect impact of the ravens is 

throwing off the natu al population 

levels of other species. … There 

were [three] birds that fl w by, … 

She’s like, [“It is a red-tail hawk being 

chased by two ravens”]. It was really 

nice for her to be talking about an 

issue and then you see it kind of 

unfolding within your eyes.

BIGGEST TAKEAWAY?
The desert is one of the largest 

intact ecosystems in the lower 

48 states, which just blew me 

away. … Before I went there, I 

had this idea, “Oh great, we are 

putting solar panels in the desert 

and we are final y putting the 

desert to productive use. These 

solar panels go in and they can 

co-habitat in the desert with all of 

the diffe ent animals that live in 

the desert and plants and things 

like that.” I had no idea when these 

solar fields o in, they essentially 

bulldoze the desert. If this was 

an ecosystem that was like the 

redwoods in Northern California, 

and the idea of somebody coming 

in and cutting down redwood trees 

to put in a bunch of solar power 

plants, people would be up in arms. 

I didn’t have this concept that … 

the landscape or ecosystem of 

the desert is every bit as magical 

as that landscape that’s in the 

redwood forest until I lived there. 

WHAT DO YOU HOPE 
READERS TAKE AWAY?
[Conservation Director] Frazier 

Haney, who I interviewed from the 

Mojave Desert Land Trust, I think he 

put it really well when he said that 

there’s already disturbed land that 

we could be putting the solar on 

versus putting it on wilderness land 

that’s never been touched before.

… Also this issue around water. 

… That’s really important for people 

to start recognizing that there’s 

only a certain amount of resources 

that we have and we need to 

be able to share them amongst 

each other and be creative and 

conscious about how we use them. 

I think the one thing for me is just 

to think about [how] we can be 

more creative in the way we’re 

using things. … It’s about having 

this moment to reimagine “Oh, we 

don’t need to have the bathroom 

sink or the toilet look exactly how 

it’s always looked for hundreds of 

years.” …  In reality, we could rethink 

how we design these things.  

Katherine Ball is currently raising 

funds to design sinks that use plants 

and mushrooms to filter harvested 

rainwater. For more information, 

email her at  kb@katherineball.com.

—Kristin Scharkey

SECRETS TO 
SUSTAINABILITY

FALL READS
AUTHOR KATHERINE BALL TAKES US 
INSIDE THE INTERVIEW PROCESS FOR 
HER BOOK, “NOT BROKEN YET.”

FOR THE  
ENVIRONMENT:
NOT BROKEN YET 
by Katherine Ball

This collection of eight 
oral histories from 
locals in and around 
Joshua Tree offer  
various perspectives 
on issues ranging from 
wildlife preservation to 
water conservation and 
solar power. Available at  
highdeserttestsites.com

FOR A THRILL:
THE HOUSE OF 
SECRETS 
by Brad Meltzer and             
Tod Goldberg

In this novel, Hazel Nash 
must discover the truth 
about herself – and her 
TV star father – after a 
tragic accident leaves 
her with more questions 
than answers about 
his quest to find t aitor 
Benedict Arnold’s rumored 
“Bible.” Available at 
hachettebookgroup.com

FOR FASHION TIPS:

THE COOL FACTOR 
by Andrea Linett

The former founding 
creative director of 
Lucky magazine delivers 
a visual guide to chic 
style with the help of 33 
other fashion moguls, 
curating a mix of outfi  
ideas as well as Q-and-
As with the roster of 
experts. Available at 
workman.com

FOR PERSONAL  
GROWTH:

RISING STRONG 
by Brené Brown

The New York Times 
best-selling author and 
qualitative researcher 
Brené Brown crafts a 
theory for how to walk  
a path toward 
belonging: leaning into 
discomfort, curiosity 
and creativity in order 
to be “braver with 
our lives.” Available at 
penguinrandomhouse.com
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Our top picks for books to beat the heat.
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