
STREET STYLE

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR 
INDIVIDUAL STYLES?
Sarah: “I always think of  myself  like [a] 
gypsy-cowgirl. It’s funny that [Charlez 
and I] came together, because this guy 
has some gypsy ancestry. … For me, not 
like I have the actual ancestry or anything, 
but it’s just a little bit of  that nomad, … 
even like my home, little bits and pieces 
from everywhere. And then I think the 
Western style, having the inspiration from 
living in Texas and then just out here – 
Pioneertown, the West – I just love the 
thought of  everything that Western culture 
entails; that small town feel, [a] community 
of  people coming together.”
Charlez: “For me, the whole idea is just 
know your own size and your own feel, 
and then you can mix and match whatever 
you have. It’s almost fool-proof  after that.” 

HOW ABOUT THE OTHER’S STYLE?
Charlez: “The first thing I noticed about 
Sarah was her style. I don’t pay attention 
to anything else but style, so I saw her and 
[said], “Oh, it’s so badass and so American. 
Like the American badass cowgirl.’ I’m 

like, ‘Yeah, I’m going for that.’ ”
Sarah: “I remember the first time that we 
met and hung out was when you were 
wearing that leather jacket and I thought 
the same thing. I thought, “Wow, this guy 
has amazing style.” And then I just love his 
long hair and he has this Latin look. I think 
just having a sense of  style in and of  itself  
is so attractive.”

BEST DESERT FIND?
Charlez: “I just bought a hat and it’s 
this beaver [style]. … We just went to 
Twentynine Palms and to this cowboy 
store, [Cowboy Attic], and it was 20 bucks.
Sarah: “I have a black leather vest from 
Dakota Bob’s [Western Wear] at the 
swap meet. They’re really good about 
sometimes putting things aside for me that 
are small and little. 

WHAT ARE YOU HUNTING FOR?
Sarah: “[Charlez is] on the hunt for a suede 
jacket with fringe. I’m always on the hunt 
for vintage motorcycle tees, gun sacks, 
flowy festival skirts … and old Native 
American jewelry, like ’40s [and] ’50s 
Native American turquoise. I have a lot of  
it now, so now I’m looking for what’s new 
and different and unusual. … Once you 
get to know it, you can buy it on eBay and 

that’s the easiest way to do it. … You want 
to make sure you’re doing it in a way that’s 
respectful and from the right people.”
Charlez: “I need a bunch of  stuff.”

ANYTHING UNIQUE YOU’VE 
LEARNED ABOUT FASHION?
Sarah: “It’s also inspired by utility. That’s 
something really interesting, like a trend, 
that I would say has infiltrating other parts 
of  culture that’s interesting. Like out here, 
we always have a knife or you clip your 
keys, so it’s utility but it inspires fashion.
Charlez: “I used to be a male model. … 
I remember when I was studying, … we 
had [a class called] philosophy of  art. One 
of  the teachers told me that fashion is not 
real; and especially the whole thing about 
subcultures and how you dress and stuff, 
it’s not real. Yes, your clothes are going to 
define you to some people, are going to 
tell something to some people. But at the 
same time, … one day, you could dress 
like a cowboy and the next day you could 
dress like a rock star. … At the moment, 
I couldn’t take it. I was like, ‘No, no 
fashion is real. Fashion is real.’ And then I 
understood. It’s what you make of  it. … 
You imprint the value on [it].”  

 

—Kristin Scharkey

THIS PIONEERTOWN COUPLE CELEBRATES  
THE SARTORIAL PAST WITH A CAREFULLY CURATED 

COLLECTION OF VINTAGE FINDS.

SARAH TABBUSH AND 
CHARLEZ MALASAÑA

WE’VE BEEN

ON SARAH: Vintage T-shirt, Dakota Bob’s Western 
Wear vintage vest, vintage denim shorts, Sky Village 

Swap Meet vintage belt, Tamma’s Magic Mercantile 
vintage snakeskin belt buckle, vintage bandana, Free 

People boots, vintage Wrangler hat, TOMS sunglasses, 
vintage turquoise and silver jewelry. ON CHARLEZ: 
Cowboy Attic vintage shirt, boots and Miller Bros. 

hat, INC pants, Japanese silk scarf, TOMS sunglasses. 
Location: Pioneertown, Calif. | PHOTO BY KENDAL RILEY
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