
STREET STYLE

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR STYLE IN ONE WORD?
MILLION: Lit.
MELINDA: Juicy.

HOW DOES YOUR MUSIC PLAY INTO YOUR FASHION?
MELINDA: It lets you actually have freedom of  expression. I’m 
not showing up in an office every day and [having] to put on what 
I used to put on in my corporate job, which was the slacks and 
stuff. Now that I’m an entrepreneur, I can really be true to who I 
am and push those boundaries and explore myself  in my fashion. 
MILLION: I have a lot of  different styles in terms of  fashion. I 
wear Dr. Martens, Vans, throw on some Nikes another day; ripped 
jeans, casual jeans. Fashion definitely is big in the hip-hop world. 
It’s major because everyone knows the fashion sense of  hip-hop 
artists. You kind of  have to push boundaries of  clothing. That’s 
why a lot of  artists actually make their own brands. 
MELINDA: Oh yeah, you have your own brand!
MILLION: Trying to start it!

TELL US MORE ABOUT YOUR BRAND!
MILLION: It’s Insomnia Krew, which is “Grind all day, sleep’s not 
a priority.”
MELINDA: That’s opposite from me.
MILLION: Hopefully I can get it up and running by December. 
I want to start with sweaters, T-shirts and then also women’s 
jersey dresses.

SO 
HIP-HOP

TWO LOCAL ARTISTS EXPRESS 
THEIR INDIVIDUALITY THROUGH 
MUSIC AND DIY FASHION.

MELINDA VIDA & MILLION ESSEX

On Melinda (left): Vintage kimono and fruit 
bandeau, Forever 21 sunglasses and leggings, 

vintage boots, Lunar Jewelz rings. 
On Million (right): Vintage Vicious Skill jacket, 

Walmart bandana, H&M jeans, Vans shoes. 
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 LOCATION: PALM SPRINGS

IN ACTION
Melinda Vida and Million Essex are 

throwing a Halloween hip-hop party 
at Bart Lounge on Oct. 27. See 

them perform, and take part in a 
costume contest!

IS YOUR STYLE 
UNIVERSAL, OR 
DO YOU HAVE A 
DIFFERENT VIBE 
ON STAGE?
MELINDA: I have an 
alter ego for sure. 

MILLION: It’s savage 
mode as soon as I grab 

the mic. 
MELINDA: Yeah, you turn into 

this crazy hype monster. I guess I’m 
channeling my inner diva and I’m trying 
to be OK with it. I was always not trying 
to be seen and now that I’m playing shows 
and I’m out in the community a lot, I feel 
like I can step into this alter ego, which 
is my own inner diva. So, Mariah Carey 
totally influenced me and so did Selena 
and Stevie Knicks. 

WOULD YOU CONSIDER THOSE 
WOMEN YOUR FASHION ICONS?
MELINDA: Stevie Knicks and Selena 
hands-down. 
MILLION: I don’t really have fashion 
icons. I just like creating my own.
MELINDA: What about Tupac?
MILLION: People that I think are pushing 
differently as hip-hop artists with fashion 
would be Wiz Khalifa. 

WHAT’S SOMETHING A LOT  
OF PEOPLE DON’T KNOW  
ABOUT YOU?
MELINDA: I’m a nutritionist by day, DJ by 
night. If  people need help getting off junk 
food, I got you.
MILLION: I actually went to school for 
photography for about a year and a half  
but I never really pursued it until I came 
out here and I started seeing people like 
[Melinda] Vida and George [Duchannes]. 
Being surrounded by the creativity out 
here motivated me to get out there. 
MELINDA: There’s a lot of  creatives out 
here who do more than one thing. I’m 
definitely a multi-potentialite.
MILLION: I do make all my own 
production. I don’t think a lot of  people 
know that. At all my shows, those are all 
my beats. If  anybody needs beats, hit me 
up! 

 —Kristin Scharkey
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