
DIY

In the summer of  2015, a group of  Joshua Tree 
locals decided to try and replicate the smell of  the 
blossoms that grow on the iconic trees of  their town. 
Already hand-pouring candles for another line in 
a backyard studio, they soon discovered the ideal 
combination of  floral notes. 

These were the humble beginning of  Joshua Tree 
Candle Co., co-founded by neighboring couples Ryan 
and Kim McGowan, and Kurt Koptis and Suzette 
Von Zell. Now, the quartet sells a collection of  nine 
Southern California-inspired scents, all of  which bring 
the aromas of  the high desert into your home. 

“Scent is a powerful thing, it can evoke so many 
emotions and memories,” Von Zell says “Our line is a 
way for us to share with the world how alive the desert 
really is.”

From Joshua Tree Candle Co.’s current offerings, 
you can breathe in the distinct aromas of  Morning 
Sage, Cholla & Palo Santo, and Ironwood & Patchouli. 
Other favorites include the herbacious Midnight 
Mojave, forest-filled Pinyon Pine and love-it-or-hate-it 
JT Campfire. All of  the candles are hand-poured in 
small batches right in the McGowans’ backyard, with 
a soy wax blend and cotton-core wicks. The 7.5-ounce 
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Joshua Tree Candle Co. at local Airbnb 
Casa de Agave in Joshua Tree

DO IT 
YOURSELF: 
CREATE A 
CANDLE
Join DESERT 
Adventure Club and 
Joshua Tree Candle 
Co. for an intimate 
pour workshop, 
where you’ll make 
your own candles! 
Choose from the 
company’s signature 
scents, or create 
one specific to your 
olfactory 
preferences. 

OCTOBER 14 
10 A.M.-NOON 
JOSHUA TREE 
CANDLE CO.  
$45

To become a 
member and 
purchase tickets for 
the event, sign up 
for our newsletter 
at desertsun.com/
desert 
adventureclub.

jars burn for about 45 hours, and recently released 
16-ounce styles for up to 100 hours.

“Scent memory, when it’s triggered, is the exact 
same as hearing that one particular memorable song 
that, when it hits you, takes you right back to a place, 
memory or even a person in your life,” Ryan says. “To 
do that with scent for our desert is so rewarding. [I] 
love giving back to this desert I was born and raised 
in, that has always showed me love back, time and 
time again.”

The company’s co-founders take inspiration from 
a wide array of  desert flora, from Prickly Pear to 
Cactus Flower. “I think there is a misconception that 
the desert is a dry, boring place, which couldn’t be 
further from the truth,” Von Zell says. “Spring brings a 
massive bloom of  millions of  brightly colored flowers; 
a brief  summer shower will bring gem-colored 
hummingbirds out to sip from tiny blooms! A quick 
eye will reveal jackrabbits, gamble quail, red tail hawks, 
coyotes, owls, various snakes, even the occasional fox. 
The skies at night are filled with brilliantly bright stars. 
All inspiration for new scent experiences!”

Furthering their mission to give back to the desert 
ecosystem, a portion of  proceeds are donated to local 
nonprofits Joshua Tree National Park Association 
and Mojave Desert Land Trust. While the company 
is currently working to expand its scent offerings, its 
founders are also moving forward on the creation 
of  car fresheners that match the scents of  their most 
popular candles. In the future, they hope to continue 
to grow, perhaps into a bigger pour facility in town. 

“And seeing our candle travel worldwide,” Ryan 
says, “so people can take, have and experience Joshua 
Tree wherever they are in the world.” 

with heart Ryan McGowan
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