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IRON PALM TATTOO PARLOUR  
BRINGS AN OLD-SCHOOL AESTHETIC 
TO PALM SPRINGS.
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I
nside Iron Palm Tattoo Parlour, the walls are plastered 
with original artwork. Co-owners Cody Cowan and 
Wane Kan like it that way. Inspired by traditional Sailor 
Jerry tattoos, the pair opened their Palm Springs shop this 
summer to bring a 1950s vibe to the Coachella Valley. 

“Nothing like that has ever been out here,” Cowan says. “With 
Palm Springs coming back how it used to be, it made sense to us 
to come out here.” 

Black frames mount the pair’s artwork to the shop’s white 
and brown walls, these colors offset by doors and finishes painted 
bright turquoise. The palette is quintessentially Mojave – the 
space meticulously clean – and natural light from a wall of  front 
windows floods into the open floor plan. They designed the North 
Vía Negocio location after several trips to well-regarded shops 
across the country (Smith Street Tattoo Parlour and Bailey Hunter 
Robinson’s now-closed private studio in Brooklyn, and Spider 
Murphy’s Tattoo in San Rafael, to name a few). 

“Seeing all those shops, we realized the more we were excelling 
and growing together as artists and growing this idea of, ‘Dude, 
we could do this here [in the desert],” Kan says. “We could 
bring that.” 
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The duo met at La Quinta High School, 
where they graduated in 2004 with a 
mutual desire to start collecting tattoos. 
Cowan got his first at age 18, coming 
straight home from the shop and ordering 
his own kit. When the machine arrived, 
he inked a small black heart on his right 
thigh with the same needle he’d tested on 
a grapefruit just before. “I took the longer 
route for sure, learning on my own,” says 
Cowan, a self-taught artist. “[Wane] started 
later and we’re at the same spot.” 

While studying fine art at UC Riverside, 
Kan got an apprenticeship with Bill 
Canales at Full Circle Tattoo in San Diego, 
spending one year there – and completing 
100 free tattoos – before Cowan got him 
a job at Cathedral City’s Tattoo Gallery. 
Shortly after, the duo found themselves 
side by side at Flagship Tattoo in Palm 
Desert. “When we started working 
together, we excelled a lot faster,” Cowan 
explains. “[We] fueled off each other. 
That was our biggest progression stage 
for sure.”

“I think we’re very different but we see 
tattoos the same way, like the way it should 
look to us,” he adds. “We’re on the same 
end page, [but] how we come about it is 
very different.”

Cowan is into motorcycles; Kan is 
a self-proclaimed “art kid” with a love 

for boxing, video games and traditional 
Japanese design. Both point to girl heads as 
their favorite tattoos – Smith Street’s Steve 
Boltz did Cowan’s, while renowned artist 
Isaac Fainkujen completed Kan’s. Where 
they collide is their shared philosophy 
on the fundamentals of  the artistry, both 
subscribing to the notion that solid black 
lines and black shading are imperative to 
longer-lasting color. In their 20s, they joked 
that they’d called their shop “Fat Black.”

Instead, they went with “Iron Palm,” 
a “strong name” that honors the city in 
which they’ve taken up residence. Head 
to their back office, and you’ll find that 
both their drawings are pinned to the wall 
in a scattered collage of  black and grey 
sketches. If  you don’t know them well, 
it’s difficult to pick out who drew what. 
Chrysanthemums are most likely Kan’s 
but, then again, Cowan does Japanese 
pieces, too. Perhaps the fluidity is a 
testament to their shared commitment 
to traditional application – the reason 
they opened this shop in the first place. 
“We might as well be the first,” Kan 
says of  their vision for the Coachella 
Valley. And with combined consistency 
and authenticity, the pair might not just 
blaze a trail for their style of  ink. They 
could, ultimately, elevate the local tattoo 
landscape as a whole.  
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