
YOUR STYLE IN ONE WORD?
Kime: “Crazy.”
Justin: “Pragmatic.”

DESCRIBE EACH OTHER’S STYLE.
Justin: “I’d say Kime’s is expansive, colorful 
and surprising.”
Kime: “Justin’s wavers between uniquely 
sporty, like he’s got some good sports gear, 
and then he has some really awesome 
gems that he just whips out, like these little 
leather Members Only jackets that I didn’t 
even know existed. He [also] has really 
good footwear, [like] Paul Kaufman green 
leather boots.”

ANY DIFFICULTY ACCEPTING 
EACH OTHER’S STYLE?
Kime: “I have some friends whose 
boyfriends and husbands are like, ‘What 
are you wearing?’ and he’s always like, ‘You 
look great!’ He’s always really supportive 
of  my freak flag.”
Justin: “Not necessarily how much space 
her closet takes up in the house but when 
she wears it, it’s good.”
Kime: “One time, I was like, ‘Should I 
wear this to this vintage trade show, A 
Current Affair?’ And he looks up from the 
TV and he’s like, ‘Well, it kind looks like 
you’re a hostess at a ‘Dynasty’-themed 
pirate restaurant but if  that’s what you’re 
going for, yeah!’ I was like, ‘Perfect answer.’ 

… I’ve gotten rid of  a lot of  stuff this year, 
though! A whole rack so far. I’m a jacket 
hoarder. For the record, I counted 250 and 
then I stopped counting, that’s including 
the capes and kimonos. I don’t really have 
clothes. I just have coats and jewelry. He 
has shoes and a lot of  sports jerseys. We 
once hung up all of  our Seahawks gear, 
and it filled the whole room.”
Justin: “And then they lost, so we never did 
that again.” 
Kime: “Yeah, we thought we jinxed it.”

BEST FIND IN THE DESERT?
Kime: “You found those good reptile boots 
at Dakota Bob’s.”
Justin: “The Levi’s store at Cabazon.”
Kime: “When I first visited the desert, I 
found an [Azzedine] Alaia Grace Jones pink 
dress – like the one she wore to the awards 
with a hood – in a thrift store here for $20. I 
ended up selling it on eBay for like $1,400. 

FASHION INSPIRATIONS?
Kime: “I love Zandra Rhodes. I love Yayoi 
Kusama. Niki de Saint Phalle, I want to 
look like one of  her paintings.”
Justin: “Kime Buzzelli and dive bars.”

WORST PAST FASHION FAUX PAS?
Justin: “Here’s the thing, the Mojave Desert 
is so hot, you can’t dress stylishly in August.”
Kime: “That’s when our best moments 
come out. Justin sometimes wears socks 
with sandals, and I’ve been known to wear 
full-on pajamas out. That’s the good thing 
about the high desert, you are not out of  

place to wear crazy pajamas out.”
Justin: “[Also], definitely the cargo shorts. 
… You can keep a lot of  snacks [in them.]”
Kime: “Yeah, he goes hiking a lot.”
Justin: “Pragmatism! … I’d say JNCO 
jeans in high school. That’s the worst of  
all time.”

HOW HAS YOUR STYLE EVOLVED?
Kime: “In the city, sometimes I’d have to 
think, ‘Well I’m going to be going here, 
here and here so I probably shouldn’t wear 
anything too crazy,’ [like] in New York 
where you have to get on the subway. 
Here, I wear socks and crazy getups and I 
don’t have to worry about if  people think 
I look crazy. … I don’t care anymore, and I 
think it’s a product of  also getting older.”
Justin: “No one in the desert cares.” 
Kime: “My first year here there wasn’t a 
lot of  people here yet that I knew. We met 
a lot of  really cool older people that were 
probably in their 70s. They had such great 
style and were living their life. It was like, 
‘This is what I want for my future!’ ”
Justin: “Things evolved to fit me a little 
better over the years from the JNCO days.”

LAST WORDS ON DESERT STYLE?
Kime: “The things that are hardest to 
get rid of  are not usually worth anything 
money-wise. They’re weird things that tell 
a story, whether I got them from a really 
good friend [or] their mom or grandma 
[made it]. … It’s like a little piece of  art. 
Justin: “Check your boots for scorpions.”  
               —Kristin Scharkey

THE WOMAN BEHIND YUCCA VALLEY VINTAGE BOUTIQUE, THE END,  
AND HER MUSIC COMPOSER HUSBAND PROVE THAT OPPOSITES ATTRACT. 

KIME BUZZELLI  
AND JUSTIN HOSFORD

On Justin (left): Levi’s jacket 
and jeans, vintage T-shirt, 

PSKaufman boots. 
On Kime (right): Vintage kimono, 

Pretenders T-shirt, skirt, 
earring, necklace, shoes and 

sunglasses, Sierra Keylin rings, 
Tania Skevos bracelets.
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