
DESCRIBE YOUR STYLE IN ONE WORD.
DYLAN: Practical.
BLAISE: Bohemian.

DESCRIBE EACH OTHER’S STYLE.
BLAISE: Utilitarian.
DYLAN: Quirky.

WHY DID YOU MOVE TO JOSHUA TREE?
DYLAN: We were looking for somewhere that would 
allow us to be outside a lot and do the things we love, 
like the national park. We came here every year for 
five years. We’re both sky divers so we wanted to be 
close to drop spots that go year-round, so California 
has that for sure. Then the third thing was we wanted 
to be able to have an Airbnb so we could live and make 
money at the same time.
BLAISE: When we decided we were going to do 
something a little bit untraditional, it was always 

RECHARGE 

This Joshua Tree couple invests their time in real estate and sky diving – 
all while leaving as little of a footprint as possible. 

BLAISE DESNOES  
& DYLAN GRIGG

On Dylan (left): 
Brooks Bros. shirt and 
shoes, Alberto jeans, 
Apple watch. 
On Blaise (right): Madewell 
overalls and bandana, 
vintage shirt and ring, 
Aldo shoes. PHOTOGRAPHS 
BY AMELIA LAVOIE. 
LOCATION: JOSHUA TREE

SPEAKING OF SKYDIVING, WE’RE 
GOING TO NEED TO KNOW MORE 
ABOUT THAT, BECAUSE IT IS JUST 
AWESOME. WHEN DID YOU BOTH 
START JUMPING? 
BLAISE: That is something that is definitely 
a bizarre thing to have in such a life focused 
on being eco-friendly and having as small 
of  a footprint as possible. It’s something 
that came back into that framework for 
me. I said, “This has an environmental 
impact.” Interestingly, not as much of  an 
environmental impact as one might think 
compared to other sports, but that’s beside 
the point. It just brings me so much joy. 
We both did a tandem together a little 
over year and a half  ago. He went on a 
few months later to get his license, and 
I followed a few months after that to get 
my license. And I’m just starting out, I’m 
coming up on 200 jumps.
DYLAN: I just crossed 350 the other day. 
I started in June 2016 and Blaise got her 
license this last March, so she’s moving 
quickly. It’s something we both love. We 
jump together every weekend a little bit 
and then we do different things. It’s a good 
way to meet people. 
BLAISE: It is surprising. We don’t jump 
together as much as one might expect 
because we both go together. But it’s 
something we can share when we do 
separate things and come back together 
and have a shared experience but also 
different experiences. Because it’s 
inherently such a personal thing. It’s the 
closest you probably will get to mortality. 

—Kristin Scharkey

AND

STREET STYLE

living off-grid and living minimally and living in a 
very conscious, eco-friendly way. This was the first 
place where that idea or that dream was an actionable, 
possible thing. 

DOES THAT CONSCIOUS LIVING APPROACH 
TRANSLATE TO YOUR CLOTHING?
BLAISE: We both went through a process of  realizing 
that it’s so easy to just accumulate so much stuff in 
life. I found, when I was working in a more traditional 
corporate job, I often used accumulating things to 
fill any kind of  perceived gaps that I had. I think that 
has become really powerful to me that I don’t need 
many things [and to] make sure those things that I do 
have bring me joy and meaning. I went through that 
process of  slimming down my possessions, selling or 
donating those things that didn’t give me that joy, that 
weren’t so necessary. Relative to most people, I have 
very few possessions. 
DYLAN: I used to have so much stuff like this [what 
I’m wearing] and now I really only have what I need. I 
don’t really buy clothes ever.  

LIKE, EVER? YOU NEVER SHOP?
BLAISE: The only thing I purchased in the last year 
were probably these overalls for my birthday. So, very, 
very rarely. It would have to be something that really 
stood out and I thought a lot about. 

DOES LIVING IN THE DESERT INFLUENCE 
YOUR CLOTHING STYLE? 
BLAISE: No doubt. I think in some way, it makes my 
quirky style a little more utilitarian. The amount of  
handyman projects I’ve done in the last eight months 
has increased exponentially. You have to be practical 
in that.
DYLAN: I wear pants with zippers. We’re either 
renovating, going to the national park [or] 
going skydiving.

FIND PEACE

STAY THERE
Check out the couple’s 

 off-grid Airbnb,  
Moon Camp, on Instagram  

at @themooncamp! 
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